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Attn: News Editor/ Chief Reporter/ Assignment Editor /Business Page-in-Charge:

BUILD’s  Dialogue on Identifying the Challenges and Measuring Gaps of Present Standardization Capability in Bangladesh for Export Potential Products

The Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI) is keen to align its efforts with international standards for which it is already working with academia to have research-based product standardization and upgrading its capacity by setting up new  laboratories to ensure proper testing and standards certification for a variety of sectors, said Dr. Md. Nazrul Anwar, Director General of BSTI. He was speaking on Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at a Virtual Dialogue  on Identifying the Challenges and Measuring Gaps of Present Standardization Capability in Bangladesh for Export Potential Products. 

He also told that BSTI has taken two projects on setting up 90 laboratories for product standardization and certificate issuing and establish its logistics infrastructure in 10 more districts. 

However, it takes six months to complete the adaptation of an international standards, it takes more than three years to set a product standard. Thus, international product standards adaptation is more time saving than setting up new product standards. BSTI welcomes the recommendations and suggestions from the private sector. Close coordination among the stakeholders will help the government to reach export target, export market expansion and export diversification, said he. 

Business Initiative Leading Development (BUILD) in collaboration with IFC-WBG organized the webinar. 

While Moderating dialogue, Ferdaus Ara Begum, CEO, BUILD  in the beginning delineated the objectives of the Dialogue  informed that in order to become successful and competitive exporter in the current global market, they must be ensured that their products fulfill the strict requirements of quality demanded by the foreign markets. In this respect up to date information on technical regulations specified in standards or technical regulation set by WTO as demanded by the foreign markets is very important.

Dr. Syed Humayun Kabir, Former Director General, SARSO, SAARC made the keynote presentation on the importance of standard setting for Potential Export Products (PEP). He focused on identifying gaps of PEP in existing BSTI standards, identifying international standards for shortlisted PEP for plastics, leather and leather goods, and light engineering, and developing recommendations to harmonize those additional standards. Having discussed the present standard infrastructure of Bangladesh, he shared the list of 42 potential export products identified by BUILD out of which 12 products were shortlisted. Dr. Kabir stated that product certification scheme allows the licensees to use the BSTI product certification mark on products that conform to a Bangladesh standard. BSTI plays leading role in all matters related to standardization, testing, certification and metrology. Till now 3950 standards have been developed through consensus of six divisional and 76 technical committees. The standards item is selected by considering the need of the users and industry. Some PEPs have BSTI Standards, while others don’t have the same. He mentioned that BSTI standard needs to be prepared and updated for all PEPs especially in the Leather and Leather Goods, Plastic and Light Engineering sector.

Shamim Ahmed, President, Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BPGMEA) mentioned that the plastic industry is a very important export-oriented industry that also serves other sectors as a backward linkage industry specially RMG, electronics sector etc. It is essential to ensure standardization of toys, kitchen and household, bags and sacks to increase export in view of their substantial export potential. BSTI should signs MoUs with others counterparts to expand the export market. Proper coordination is required to simplify the standardization process.

MD. Abdul Razzaque, President, Bangladesh Engineering Industry Owners' Association (BEIOA) suggested that best practices of other countries should be taken into account. A time bound program should be initiated on product standardization and accreditation with enhanced testing equipment and lab facility that meet global standards.

Dr. Aloke Kumar Mozumder, Professor, BUET pointed out the limitations of standardization gaps and said that it is a very difficult and complex process to set standard for products. Setting standards of products based on local demand requires local research. A synchronized research initiative among the public sector, private sector and the academia is required. It is high time to take initiative to reduce administrative processing time and complexity for product standardization. Knowledge gaps in this area needs to be mitigated. BSTI should continuously assess demand for standardizations of potential products.

MD. Towhidur Rahman, BAB said that there are 80 laboratories accredited  by BAB and it is working to secure international recognition for its work. BSTI and BAB are working together. The private sector should come forward to work with BSTI. BAB is working for Halal Food Standardization and Accreditation. International recognition of such initiative will open export opportunities for this sector.

K.M. Iqbal Hossain, BPGMEA held that local industries often have to send products to Singapore to get product standardization, incurring huge costs and time, thereby increasing the cost of doing business as well as hindering export growth. He sought the help of the World Bank to address the problem.

Mr. Salahuddin, PRAN RFL Group said that BSTI should follow the guidelines of European Standards so that our products can easily  get accreditation in North America, Australia etc. 

Mohammad Rafiqul Islam, Apex Footwear Ltd concurred with other private sector representatives that obtaining standardization certificate from abroad costs a lot. 

Kazi Roushan Ara Shumi, Executive Director, LFMEAB shared that the leather sector has been demanding standards for certain leather and leather finished goods since 2017, but the status of setting standards for those products is not clear. Close cooperation among all relevant stakeholders is essential to ensure that the standards and accreditation are aligned with international requirements. The number of quality testing labs should be increased. 

Sikder Abu Naser, Leather Technologist mentioned that a guideline should be formulated for CETP established in the leather sector so that it can meet the LWG criterion. 

Hafizur Rahman Khan, Chairman, Runner Group opined that product specification is the most important issue rather than standards to boost exports. The World Bank may initiate a project to set product specifications and establishment of quality testing laboratory. He thanked  BSTI for being very supportive to the motorcycle industry.

Nilufa Haque, Director, BSTI mentioned BSTI follows the ISO and international standards following 6 steps set by ISO, and also works on the basis of local demand. BSTI assists exporters to convert standards set by specific country. 

Zohura Sikder, Deputy Director, BSTI mentioned that BSTI has recently upgraded products standards of a number of plastic, leather, and light engineering products. Standards of leather footwear are already completed and will be publicized through SRO soon. BSTI requests the private sector to come up with specific requests so that the issue can be quickly solved.

Hosna Ferdous Sumi, Private Sector Specialist, World Bank stated that local and International standardization of product should be synchronized as it is one of the competitive factors to attract foreign buyers. Complexity in Product standardization and accreditation process is one of the key barriers for export growth in Non-RMG export sectors. BUILD and IFC are working together to address and mitigate the actual problems. Selection and identification of potential export products on a priority basis should get first choice. Coordination among MOC, BSTI, WORLD BANK, PRIVATE SECTOR, BUILD is required to set the priority products list to meet the gaps in present standards as well as to set the standards to international level.

Further, Ferdaus Ara Begum, CEO, BUILD pledged that BUILD and the IFC, WBG will continue to engage in this critical issue and work closely with BSTI and other relevant stakeholders to advocate mitigation of any gaps in the standardization system.  She mentioned that  to assist the potential exporters testing facilities as per the need of the exporters should be created, which may take time , however the process should be started immediately. Then the cost of the exporters will be reduced, time will be saved, will increase.  In this respect private sector industries and the donor agencies should come forward to assist. She thanked all the participants for their valuable contribution to the discussion and concluded the workshop.  
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