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Business Initiative Leading Development (BUILD), in collaboration with the Ministry of Industries (MoI) and the Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks (DPDT), organized a high-level policy dialogue on the Trademarks (Amendment) Act, 2025, at BUILD’s conference room on 1 June 2025. The objectives of the Dialogue was to scrutinize the amendments in favour of the  business entrepreneurs in face preparing the post-graduation challenges. 

Amending the Trademarks Act 2009 particularly is to align with international frameworks such as the TRIPS Agreement, Madrid Protocol, NICE, and Vienna Classification systems. Participants, especially the IP lawyers, emphasized that while alignment with global IP standards is important, local administrative capacity, MSME readiness, and access to legal remedies must be equally prioritized.

In the presentation made by CEO, BUILD Ferdaus Ara Begum, it is seen that foreign applicants trademark certification award is much higher (70%) than that of domestic applications, legal knowledge gaps, and a lack of support services, information are some of the main reasons. Experts highlighted that this creates barriers for local entrepreneurs, especially women and SMEs, to protect their brands and enter export markets.

A primary concern was policy sequence and accession timing, whether Bangladesh should first formulate and implement a policy framework or amend the Trademark Act before joining the Madrid Protocol. Alternatively, it was questioned whether the country would proceed with accession first and assume that implementation would follow immediately after the enactment. In this context, lawyers emphasized the need to define a clear preparation period before officially entering the Protocol which will increase the number of obligations. It was acknowledged that Bangladesh currently falls below the required standards set by WIPO. Therefore, a substantial adjustment and readiness phase will be necessary to align with international benchmarks, ensuring effective implementation.

The modernization of trademark classifications and visual representation, especially in accordance with the Vienna Agreement, requires a significant upgrade in the capacity and technical strength of DPDT, institutional power and technical expertise for horizontal alignment.
The inclusion of non-traditional trademarks—such as 3D pictures, color, and scent—as recognized under the new provisions, was discussed. Questions were raised on whether the current technical and administrative capacity of DPDT is sufficient to handle such complex registrations.

With the ongoing Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), FTA, PTA negotiations are going on, it was highlighted that multiple areas of intellectual property must be aligned with international trade commitments. Concerns were raised regarding Bangladesh’s preparedness to meet expanded responsibilities under such agreements.

While the new policy allows for parallel imports, stakeholders noted the significant risk of illegal importation. Discussions centered around whether DPDT currently has the capacity and enforcement mechanisms to effectively monitor and prevent such practices.

Under the new law, the authority to file lawsuits remains with the District Judge Court, similar to the previous legal structure. Participants questioned whether this change would resolve past procedural challenges or merely replicate existing inefficiencies.
Stakeholders agreed on several key recommendations, including reducing trademark registration fees for SMEs, Start-ups, IP enforcement establishing a one-stop service platform to simplify and streamline trademark registration and protection processes. This meeting underscored the importance of a comprehensive preparatory phase, involving policy alignment, institutional strengthening, and stakeholder capacity building to ensure Bangladesh’s successful integration into the international conventions and treaties.

The event brought together government officials, high-level legal professionals, lawyers, business leaders, women entrepreneurs, trade body representatives, and IP practitioners to critically examine the implications of the proposed reforms and foster consensus around key implementation issues. DPDT’s Director Md. Jellur Rahman and Assistant Director Md. Belal Hossen, among others were present at the meeting and actively contributed to the discussions.
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